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 It is not without considerable emotion and pleasure that I introduce this special issue dedicated to the 
fi rst articles presented at the  10th World Congress of the IHPBA . With more than 3000 participants from 
more than 100 countries, the Paris meeting was undeniably an outstanding success. I would fi rst like to 
thank the excellent support of the local French scientifi c committee and the active participation of the 
scientifi c committees of the  IHPBA and  E-AHPBA but also salute the involvement of both American and 
Asian committees. This success could not have been possible without the complete confi dence of  Wright 
Pinson and  James  Garden who had our absolute assurance that the best-selected papers would be submit-
ted subsequently to  HPB . 
 The content of the present issue highlights both the originality and quality of the communications 
that were presented in Paris. A substantial number of presentations have now been submitted and the 
resulting articles are impressive. Logically, the published papers deal with the main topics that were 
discussed during the Paris meeting and certainly refl ect some of the contemporary HPB topics. The 
remarkable 50% of abstracts that were dedicated to pancreatic surgery account for the increasing under-
standing, knowledge and better management of peri-ampullary and pancreatic disease. In that sense, the 
article of  Roberts et al . clearly emphasizes the benefi ts of a multidisciplinary approach using endoscopic 
US in the preoperative assessment of lesions of the ampulla of Vater. Similarly, the systematic review of 
robot-assisted pancreatic surgery by  Strijker et al . highlights the constant refi nements that are undertaken 
in pancreatic surgery offering promising opportunities towards less invasive pancreatic surgery in future 
years. This is particularly true regarding the improved short and long-term outcomes following resection 
for pancreatic malignancy as observed in the study of  Lewis et al . These results should encourage a more 
radical approach even in the elderly group of patients as described in the series of  Oliveira-Cunha et al . 
 Almost 20% of the communications at the Paris meeting were dedicated to biliary surgery. In this 
issue of  HPB , the excellent study of  Hari et al . confi rmed the role of radical cholecystectomy for early T1a 
stage gallbladder cancer. The increasing interest for an oncological approach also emphasized the need 
for hepatic resection. The group of  Kokudo also showed that a 80% fi ve year survival can be achieved 
after anatomical resection for HCC measuring less than 5cm in diameter. This important result confi rmed 
that for countries with a scarcity of donors, partial liver resection is a valid and effi cient option for patients 
with solitary HCC and good liver function. Similarly,  Santambrogio et al . have confi rmed that patients 
with portal hypertension and impaired liver function should not be considered for surgery unless limited 
anatomic resection can be achieved. The higher associated complication and increased transfusion rates 
observed in patients with portal hypertension also suggests that reducing blood loss could furthermore 
improve the results when there is underlying diseased parenchyma. The randomized study of  Koea et al . 
clearly highlights the benefi ts of a new fi brin pad in achieving haemostasis compared to traditional agents. 
 At the  IHPBA meeting, there was much interest in the management of patients with colorectal liver 
metastases and these are refl ected in the current issue of  HPB . Even if the review of  Jones et al . clearly 
questions the benefi ts of the routine use of cetuximab as fi rst line treatment of colorectal liver metastases, 
the impressive results regarding the effectiveness of drug-eluting beads reported in the series of  Jones et al . 
bring new perspectives in both preoperative downstaging and palliative management of these patients. 
 Undoubtedly, this edition of  HPB highlights the great success of the Paris meeting and will confi rm 
the rising infl uence of this journal and the  IHPBA in the fi eld of digestive surgery. 
 Jacques  Belghiti 
 Chairman ,  Local Organising Committee ,  10th World Congress IHPBA, 2012 
 Infringement of Copyright 
 Authors are reminded regarding their obligation to adhere to the committee on publication ethics 
(COPE) guidelines. A manuscript that was recently submitted for consideration of publication in  HPB 
was recognized as containing substantial passages of text from several other published articles. It is also 
a matter of regret that  HPB published copyrighted images in a recent article without permission having 
been cleared. Authors are reminded that it is their responsibility to obtain written permission to repro-
duce (in all media, including electronic) any material that has appeared previously in another publication. 
They are also reminded that it is unacceptable to infringe copyright by plagiarising text from other pub-
lished work. 
 James  Garden 
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